all scientilic matters to His Majesty's Government. That Is
the position directed."
Thar shook me. I'd never heard of Easton's council doing
anything, let alone controlling all research.
"Of course it's rather a tali order," said Pinker quickly.
"Presumably you'd have to de-centralise a good deal"
I said, " I don't quite see how you could have real centralised
control The field is so enormous."
"The extent to which the Council thought it desirable to
de-centralise control of detail matters," said Easton coldly,
" would be for the Council to decide. I was merely stating Its
terms of reference."
"Of-course the real answer," said Pinker, starting his gun
aiming process, " Might be to have an executive sub-committee
of the Council, under your chairmanship. Sir Lewis, consisting
of the chief people who are actually running research teams/'
Easton stared at him blankly, " You mean men like Mak?w
" Yes/'
" Possibly," said Easton without enthusiasm. He turned
back to me. " What does the rest of your staff consist of?"
I told him.  He didn't seem impressed.
"Now what's-his-name . . .?" He looked towards Pinker.
"The man you spoke of the other day?"
"Waring?"
"Yes. Now what are Ms qualifications? Is he a physicist?"
I said, "Oh, Waring's not primarily a technical maas of
course."
"Then what sort of a man is he?"
- I hesitated for a moment.
Pinker grinned and said, " I think he's an advertising man
in private life, isn't he? Did science and then went into
advertising. Isn't that it?"
" Yes," I said shortly, I wasn't in any mood to give Waring
a testimonial, but by this time anybody Easton didn't like was
a friend of mine.
'  et Advertising," said Easton.
"He's a very intelligent chap/' said Pinker smoothly.
" Though I don't think any of you would claim that he's an ace
scientist, would you, Rice?"
I said, " That isn't his job."
5< Which is ...?" said Easton.
"Oh, he does a lot of the contact work with Ministry
-departments and so on."
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